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NETHERLANDS. 

By  Consul  General  S.  Listoe,  Rotterdam,  August  8. 

The  developments  that  took  place  in  the  commerce  and  industries 
of  the  Netlierlands  during  1916  reflect  the  influences  of  the  Euro- 
pean war.  The  country  is  so  situated  geographically  that  its  com- 
mercial activities  have  been  affected  by  the  measures  taken  by  one  or 
more  of  the  belligerents.  The  fact  that  its  commerce  has  been  re- 
stricted and  curtailed  has  caused  factories  to  be  built  and  has 
strengthened  Dutch  industry  to  such  an  extent  that  it  will  leave  a 
permanent  effect  upon  the  foreign  trade  of  the  countiy. 

Imports  of  most  products  during  1916  were  reducod  to  what  was 
actually  needed  in  the  country.  The  transit  trade  was  largely 
brought  to  a  standstill.  Regular  shipping  lines  have  suspended  much 
of  their  ordinary  business  and  have  undertaken  to  transport  the 
grain  needed  by  the  Government. 

Activities  on  the  Stock  Exchange. 

No  other  feature  of  Dutch  trade  shows  the  excellent  commercial 
and  financial  conditions  existing  in  1916  better  than  the  activities 
on  the  stock  exchange.  The  shipping  companies,  as  well  as  other 
undertakings,  have  made  large  profits.  Money  has  flowed  into  Hol- 
land from  all  sources.  Many  foresighted  companies  have  seized  this 
opportunity  to  enlarge  their  reserves  but  have  likewise  declared  ex- 
cellent dividends.  The  stoclvs  of  some  companies  reached  record 
heights.  Of  all  the  shipping  companies  Xievelt  Goudriaan  was 
quoted  the  highest,  at  one  time  the  shares  of  this  company  reaching 
1,020.  The  highest  quotation  of  Holland- America  line  stock  was 
462.  Many  shares  Avere  lower  at  the  close  of  the  year  than  at  other 
times.  The  following  table  shows  the  opening  and  closing  prices  of 
the  various  Dutch  shipping  companies  for  the  year  1916 : 


Company. 


Dec.  29, 
1916. 


Holland-America  Line 

Holland  Gulf 

Holland  Steamboat 

Java-(  /ina-jnpan  Line 

Royal  NeU:  Stcamhojt 

Royal  Holland  Lloyd 

M  iller  &  Co.'s  Shipping  Co 

Shipping  Union 

Nievelt  Goudriaan 

Baltic  ("Oostzee")  Co 

Bothnia 


405 

190 

165 

155 

217 

180 

ISO 

170 

907J 

295 

260 
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Various  local  iiulustiial  securities  liave  shown  considerable  pros- 
peri  t3%  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  raw  materials. 
National  bonds  and  securities  were  favorably  quoted,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  new  issues  were  made  by  the  Govermnent.  The  new  loans 
were  well  accepted  by  the  public,  and  their  prices  slightly  improved. 
Of  the  older  issues  the  3i  per  cent  and  the  3  per  cent  bonds  advanced 
considerably.  Several  foreign  State  issues  improved,  particularly 
Russian  bonds,  large  amounts  of  which  are  held  in  Holland.  The 
central  powers  have  financed  most  of  their  war  expenditures  them- 
selves but  such  bonds  and  loans  as  found  their  way  to  Holland  were 
not  favorably  accepted  and  gradually  declined  in  value. 

Treasury  Receipts. 

The  Dutch  Governm*ent  received  from  its  various  sources  of  reve- 
nues in  1916  $12,700,501  more  than  in  1915,  which  is  a  fair  increase, 
considering  the  present  conditions.  The  post,  telegraph,  and  tele- 
phone services  yielded  a  larger  amount  than  during  1915,  but  inherit- 
ance and  property  taxes  produced  less.  Proceeds  from  the  State  lot- 
tery also  showed  a  decrease.  There  were  the  following  increases  in 
other  forms  of  taxations:  Taxes  on  households,  $103,201;  income 
taxes,  $9,211,668;  taxes  on  mines,  $35,573;  ground  taxes,  $30,788;  cus- 
toms duties,  $606,583;  excise  taxes  on  sugar,  $1,299,625;  tax  on  wiiie, 
$15,411;  taxes  on  distilled  liquors,  $753,111;  salt  taxes,  $10,476;  taxes 
on  beer  and  vinegar,  $26,182;  and  the  revenue  from  slaughtered  cattle, 
$435,044.  The  revenue  received  from  the  manufacture  of  gold  and 
silver  articles,  stamp  duties,  mortgage  dues,  registration  entries,  use 
of  the  public  domains,  shooting  and  fishing  licenses,  aU  showed  in- 
creases. The  so-called  war  profit  and  defense  taxes,  which  have 
recently  been  instituted,  have  so  far  yielded  $2,054,400.  The  tax  sit- 
uation supports  the  idea  that  the  higher  and  middle  classes  have  been 
malring  money  and  are  in  a  position  to  pay,  but  the  lower  classes 
have  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  ready  money. 

The  Banking  and  Financial  Situation. 

During  1916  money  was  easy,  because  many  branches  of  industry 
have  made  large  profits.  Prices  have  also  risen  to  an  extraordinary" 
degree.  Nearly  all  commercial  branches  availed  themselves  of  the 
easy  money  to  enlarge  their  capital.  It  is  uncertain  whether  the 
large  amounts  invested  would  not  approach  overspeculation  if  con-^ 
ditions  were  to  revert  to  normal.  Further  concentration  movements' 
were  noticeable  in  the  banking  business.  The  interest  rate  on  first- 
class  investments  was  lower  during  1916  than  formerly.  The  Dutch 
Government  succeeded  in  floating  a  4  per  cent  and  a  4-|  per  cent  loan 
during  the  year,  although  formerly  loans  had  to  be  issued  at  5  per 
cent.  The  prices  of  nearly  all  forms  of  industrial  stock  improved. 
Companies  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  war  material  experienced 
a  particularly  satisfactory  year.  The  railways  were  in  a  position  to 
strengthen  their  financial  condition. 

The  rates  of  exchange  also  were  favorable  to  Dutch  industry, 
and  foreign  gold  continued  to  pour  into  the  country.  The  Nether- 
lands Bank  had  a  satisfactory  year.  The  Government's  demands 
were  easily  satisfied,  and  no  unusual  difficulties  existed  in  any  depart- 
ment of  finance. 
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Difficulties  Encountered  by  the  Shipbuilding  Interests. 

The  difficulties  encountered  by  the  shipbuilding  industry  in  1915 
continued  throughout  191G,  but  to  a  greater  degree,  due  to  measures 
adopted  by  the  belligerents.  Many  obstacles  were  encountered  in 
obtaining  supplies,  especially  from  America.  England  could  not 
supply  raw-  materials,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  Germany 
practically  stoi)ped  the  export  of  iron  and  steel.  The  prices  of  raw 
materials  rose  to  unprecedented  heights.  In  stmie  instances  ships  in 
the  course  of  construction,  which  were  almost  completed,  could  not 
be  finished  because  of  the  nondelivery  of  necessary  parts.  However, 
Dutch  manufacturers  have  shown  a  great  amount  of  ingenuity  in 
supplying  thesx3  parts.  Under  the  uncertain  conditions  which  pre- 
vailed it  was  almost  impossible  to  make  exact  estimates  as  to  when 
ships  and  machinery  could  be  delivered.  The  supply  of  work  on 
hand  is  sufficient  so  that  if  conditions  were  normal  and  materials 
could  be  obtained,  the  general  outlook  of  the  industry  is  not  un- 
favorable. 
Additions  to  Merchant  Fleet — Shipping  Discontinued. 

During  191G,  71  steamships  and  1  motor  schooner,  with  a  total 
gross  tonnage  of  144,000,  were  launched  in  the  Dutch  shipbuilding 
yards,  as  compared  with  44  vessels,  of  103.000  tons,  during  191.''t. 
Of  the  71  vessels  floated  in  191G,  54,  with  a  tonnage  of  124,000,  were 
built  for  Dutch  interests,  while  only  17  vessels,  of  20,000  tons,  were 
built  for  foreign  account. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  117  steamships  and  4  motor 
schooners,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  254,500,  either  ordered  or  in  the 
course  of  construction.  This  quantity  can  be  favorably  compared 
with  the  condition  on  December  31,  1915,  when  70  ships,  of  250,000 
tons,  were  in  the  course  of  construction.  About  three-fourths  of  the 
ships  constructed  or  in  the  course  of  construction  in  1916  were 
ordered  by  domestic  interests. 

For  various  reasons,  such  as  accidents,  etc.,  33  vessels  disappeared 
from  the  Dutch  Register,  by  which  the  mercantile  fleet  was  di- 
minished by  about  90,000  tons.  About  25  accidents  from  mines  and 
torpedoes  occurred  during  the  course  of  the  year.  The  danger  be- 
came so  great  that  the  Association  of  Captains  and  Engineers  de- 
cided not  to  sail  until  measures  to  insure  safety  were  taken  by  the 
Dutch  Government.  The  Seamen's  Association  "  Yolharding  "  also 
demanded  that  the  Government  should  take  protective  measures. 
After  compromise,  an  agreement  was  reached  between  the  associa- 
tions, the  steamshi])  companies,  and  the  JVIinister  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  navigation  was  finally  continued.  Difficulties  did  not  occiu' 
again  until  Decem!)er,  Avhen  the  Association  of  Engineers  made 
further  demands.  These  difficulties  were  not  settled  during  the 
year  and  Avere  still  pending  during  the  first  part  of  1917,  when  all 
shipping  came  to  a  standstill  as  a  result  of  the  institution  of  unre- 
stricted submarine  warfare. 

Holland-America  Line  Has  Successful  Year. 

The  Holland-America  Line  announces  that  profits  in  1916  sur- 
passed even  those  of  1915.  Cares  and  difficulties  increased  almost  as 
rapidly  as  the  profits.     At  times  it  was  thought  best  to  discontinue 
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shipping.  Outgoing  freight  was  restricted  by  export  embargoes, 
and  small  amounts  of  German  goods  could  be  exported.  Dutch  and 
Swiss  goods  cc  mprised  the  total  exports.  Keturn  freight  •  from 
America  was  easy  to  obtain,  and  consequently  the  freight  rates  were 
unusually  high.  The  company's  freedom  was  somewhat  restricted 
by  the  demands  of  the  Dutch  Government.  Large  quantities  of 
grain  were  brought  to  Holland  at  rates  far  below  those  on  the  open 
market.  Seme  steamers  had  to  be  utilized  to  bring  Chilean  saltpeter 
to  Holland.  Bunkering  difficulties  were  encountered  on  the  line 
from  New  York  to  Java,  and  it  Avas  necessary  to  go  -via  Japan  and 
San  Francisco.  Contrary  to  the  condition  in  normal  years,  the  pas- 
senger traffic  (first  and  second  cabin)  was  excellent  in  both  directions 
during  the  dull  season.  Third-class  jDassenger  traffic  returning  to 
Europe  nearly  came  to  a  standstill.  The  number  of  passengers  of 
first,  second,  and  third  class  (steerage)  carried  to  New  York  during 
1916  was  16,217,  as  compared  with  17,310  in  1015.  The  number,  of 
passengers  carried  by  the  company  to  Europe  Avas  6,391  in  1916^,  as 
compared  with  7,196  in  1915. 

The  line  was  fairly  fortunate  so  far  as  accidents  Avere  concerned 
until  the  steamship  Blommersdylc  was  torpedoed  on  October  8  by  a 
German  submarine.  In  order  not  to  incur  more  losses,  the  company 
laid  up  some  of  its  steamers,  particularly  the  Rotterda^n^  which  was 
considered  too  valuable  to  risk  losing.  The  passenger  service  was 
carried  on  with  the  Noordam^  Ryndam  and  New  Amsterdam.  The 
Sfatenda/n,  which  Avas  lying  unfinished  at  Belfast,  Avas  requisitioned 
by  the  British  Government  u])on  the  payment  of  a  retribution.  In 
November,  1916,  the  steamer  Yseldyk  Avas  launched.  The  compau}^ 
has  7  vessels  in  course  of  construction.  During  the  year  114  trips 
Avere  made  by  the  ships  of  the  company  to  New  York  and  various 
ports,  and  26  trips  by  chartered  steamers. 

Other  Steamship  Companies. 

The  Royal  Netherlands  Steamboat  Co.,  continued  its  regular  serv- 
ices Avith  Copenhagen,  Bordeaux,  Portugal,  Morocco,  Spain,  Italy, 
and  Greece  during  1916.  The  company  was  also  required  by  the 
Dutch  Government  to  assist  in  bringing  grain  from  America.  The 
financial  results  of  the  year  Avere  faA'orable.  The  steamers  Hehe^ 
Medea,  and  Thalia  were  deliA^ered  during  1916  and  in  January,  1917. 
The  steamship  Sirius  Avas  sold  at  a  price  sufficiently  high  to  compen- 
sate the  company  for  other  vessels  Avhich  Avere  lost.  A  dividend  of  20 
per  cent  was  dechired  as  compared  Avith  15  per  cent  in  1915. 

The  report  of  the  new  Baltic  Co.  also  shoAvs  favorable  financial 
results,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  many  trips  had  to  be  made  for  the 
Government.  No  ships  Avere  lost,  and  several  new  ships  Avere  built. 
A  dividend  of  60  per  cent  Avas  leclared. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Hoyal  West  India  Mail  shoAvs  that  the 
traffic  Avith  Holland  had  to  be  reduced,  but  the  service  betAveen  the 
West  Indies  and  Ncav  York  Avas  regularly  continued.  A  monthly 
service  was  maintained  through  the  Panama  Canal  to  Peru  and 
Chile.  In  this  service  the  company  used  the  name  of  Holland-South 
Pacific  Line.  The  financial  results  Avere  favorable  but  not  nearly  as 
large  as  those  of  many  other  steamship  lines. 
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The  Holland  Gulf  Steamship  Co.  of  Rotterdam  states  that  several 
new  ships  were  delivered  during  the  course  of  the  year.  The  prin- 
cipal trade  of  this  company  is  plying  betAveen  Holland  and  Scandi- 
navia with  cargoes  of  timber.  The  company  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  other  companies  for  the  mutual  insurance  of  their 
ships.  The  financial  condition  of  the  company  was  stated  to  be  good, 
but  a  dividend  of  only  10  per  cent  was  declared. 

Shipping  of  the  Port  of  Rotterdam. 

At  the  close  of  1915  it  was  stated  that  the  shipping  of  the  port  of 
Rotterdam  was  about  one-third  of  the  amount  during  the  last  year 
before  the  war.  During  191G  a  further  decrease  of  25  per  cent  was 
recorded.  The  number  of  ships  entering  and  leaving  the  port  de- 
creased from  3,760  to  3,152,  showing  a  decrease  of  tonnage  from 
4,224,805  to  3,237,566  tons.  The  decrease  of  shipping  affected  the 
finances  of  the  municipality,  the  harbor  dues  in  1916  amounting  to 
only  $291,68^,  as  compared  with  $923,439  in  1913  and  $367,225  in 
1915. 

Rotterdam  is  the  most  important  shipping  port  of  Holland  and 
of  this  part  of  Europe.  The  effects  of  the  war  can  not  be  accurately 
judged,  but  the  prospect  is  that  when  peace  is  concluded  the  trade 
of  this  port  will  be  larger  than  it  has  ever  been  before. 

Import  and  Export  Trade  of  the  Netherlands. 

xVt  the  time  of  writing  the  Dutch  foreign  tirade  statistics,  which 
are  generally  available  in  April  or  May  of  the  year  following  the 
report  year,  have  not  been  published. 

Generally  speaking,  the  imports  from  belligerent  countries  de- 
creased in  1916  as  compared  with  the  years  1913,  1914,  and  1915. 
The  principal  imports  from  the  United  States,  such  as  breadstuffs, 
cotton,  flour,  edible  oils,  etc.,  made  a  favorable  showing  because 
these  materials  could  not  be  obtained  from  other  sources  on  account 
of  the  war. 

Dutch  ex])orts  to  belligerent  as  well  as  to  neutral  countries  con- 
tinued to  decrease  during  the  year,  principally  on  account  of  lack 
of  adequate  communication  with  the  colonies. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  value  of  the  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the 
various  consular  districts  of  the  Netherlands  for  1916  and  the  three 
preceding  years  is  given  in  the  following  table : 


Districts. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

Eotterdam 

S8, 178, 045 

810,945,593 
24,684,322 

S.5,903,140 

19,47.5,915 

2, 458, 424 

58,621 

$7,428  111 

Am-;terdam 

27,051,864 

37, 070[ 830 

2, 6;36, 648 

28,373 

Schevenini^en 

1,926,704 
43, 039 

1.964,396 
58, 759 

Flushing 

Total 

37,199,652  |  37,653,070  1  27,896,100 

47,163,960 

Luxemburg 

99,344 

177,440  1          47,456 

933 
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The  followino-  were  the  principal  articles,  with  their  value  invoiced 
for  the  United  States,  exclusive  of  Luxemburg,  for  the  past  two 
years : 


Articles. 


Antiquities 

Art,  works  of 

Balances 

Bead  trimmings 

Beeswax 

Birds,  canary 

Biscuits  and  wafers . . . 

Boolcs 

Buttons 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes 
Cocoa  and  cocoa  butter". . . 

Coffee 

Confectionery 

Cotton  goods' and  laces 

Diamonds,  polished 

Diamonds,  rough 

Earthen  and  chinaware... 
Electric   lamps  and  sup- 
plies  

Fertilizers 

Filjers  and  te^ctile  grasses. 

Fibrous  fabrics 

Films 

Furs  and  fur  skins 

Glass  and  glassware 

Gloves 

Glue  and  glue  size 

Gold  and  silver  ware 

Herring,  dickled 

Hides  and  skins 


1915 


158',  408 


26,  s;4.3 

205. 214 

2I,:i91 

08,015 

6, 711 

1.590,S77 

'  547, 635 

IS."?,  838 

5,212 

119,215 

10,804,018 

230, 140 

14, 222 

642, 740 
129, 981 
122, 424 
23, 970 
6,765 
6,997 
11,759 


201,389 

8,340 

189,347 

1, 635, 342 


1916 


875, 898 

181,  725 

l(i,9r.3 

44, 891 

43, 085 

15, 838 

29, 923 

41, 982 

45,243 

2, 567, 910 

1,039,301 

5,749 

23, 451 

116, 634 

21,044,  7f)l 

185,384 

18, 684 

344, 327 
74,214 
23,  mi 
16, 323 
16,685 

194, 976 
26, 214 
IS,  815 

224, 378 

13, 236 

1, 689, 244 

3, 873, 186 


Articles. 


Hops 

Ink  and  ink  powder 

Leather 

Matches 

Mai  ting  and  mats 

Metals,  manufactures  of... 
Milk  and  dairy  products. . 

Mineral  water 

Moss,  sea  and  peat 

Oils  of  all  kinds 

Paints  and  colors 

Paper  and  printed  matter. 

Paper  stock  and  rags . . 

Paraifin 

Plants  and  bulbs 

Rubber,  India,  crude 

Seeds,  .sugar  bnct,  etc 

Spices 

Spirits 

Stearine,  pitch 

Straw  covers 

Tobacco 

Vegetables 

Wood  and  rattan,  manu- 
factures of 

Yarn,  Turkish  red 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1915 


65, 714 


124,5'<2 

1,068 

11,  819 

144, 2S7 

709,211 


56, 090 

347,  »;4 

253, 2S0 

144,416 

229, 020 

1,374 

2, 130,  ■604 

.,130,301 

1,-017,  ;wo 

10.3,716 

1.52,625 

9,S0 

19, 072 

4,640,066 

42, 949 

110,012 

"""525,"  247" 


27, 896, 100 


1916 


$75, 189 

2,791 

44,302 

11,453 

110,935 

31S,013 

15,662 

43. 718 

232, 305 

628, 9.S4 

75, 660 

459, 605 

30,095 

2,891,172 

16N,  129 

468,653 

I8:j,5il 

310, 240 

14,  792 

33,040 

8, 659,  783 

43,735 

121,9.35 

45,  U29 
102, 588 


47, 163, 900 


Exports  from  the  Netherlands  to  the  Philippines  amounted  to 
$173,627  in  1915  and  $135,432  in  11)16;  to  Hawaii,  $14,583  in  1915 
and  $13,883  in  1916 ;  and  to  Porto  Rico,  $74,219  in  1915  and  $4,551  in 
1916. 

The  greatest  increase  in  Dutch  goods  sent  to  the  United  States  in 
1916  was  in  the  polished  diamonds  exported  from  the  Amsterdam 
and  Scheveningen  districts.  Notable  increases  were  shown  in  the 
following  lines:  Hides  and  skins,  herring,  chemicals,  cocoa,  bulbs, 
paints  and  colors,  paper  stock,  and  tobacco.  The  greatest  decreases 
were  in  coffee,  canary  birds,  diamonds  (rough),  electric  lamps,  fer- 
tilizers, fibers,  leather,  milk  and  dairy  products,  oils,  linoleum,  and 
seeds. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States  from  Rotterdam. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
articles  declared  at  the  consulate  general  at  Rotterdam  for  export  to 
the  United  States  in  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 


Art,  works  of 

Beeswax pounds. 

Birds,  canary 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes pounds. 

Farthen  and  china v.arc 

Electric  lamps,  incandescent,  including  bulbs number. 

Fertilizers tons . 

Fibers  and  textile  grasses pounds. 

Fibrous  fabrics square  yards . 


1915 


Quantity.      Valtie 


68, 522 


3, 609, 109 


3, 465, 093 

2,400 

1, 033, 350 

165, 808 


$24, 114 
26, 843 
179,359 
28;?,  419 
13, 951 
6,38,519 
129, 981 
113,257 
23, 970 


Quantity.     Value 


110, 938 


1,257,153 


2, 050, 897 

954 

883, 5.S3 

111,618 


S20, 738 
43,085 
15,838 

449, 765 
15,209 

320, 448 
74, 214 
23,631 
16, 323 
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Articles. 


1915 


Quantity.      Value. 


191G 


Quantity.     Value, 


Furs  and  fur  skir"! number. 

Glass  and  glassware square  foot. 

Glup  and  glue  size pounds. 

Gold  and  silver  ware 

Hides  and  skins: 

Calf  hides,  dry pounds. 

Calf  hides,  salted do . . . 

Cattle  hides,  salted do . . . 

Ink  and  ink  powder 

Iron,  machinery,  etc 

Matches gross. 

Matting  and  mats square  yards. 

Metals,  iqanufactures of 

Meat  and  dairy  products: 

<.  heese pounds. 

Milk  ( condensed) do . . . 

Moss,  peat. .    tons. 

Paints  and  colors pounds. 

Paper  and  printed  matter do... 

Paper  stock  and  rags do. .. 

Parallin do... 

Plants  and  bulbs: 

liulbs    lid  (lower  roots mille. 

Nursery  stock 

Saccharin .'. : pounds . 

Seeds,  sugar  beet,  etc do... 

Sjiices do. . . 

Spirits gallons. 

Straw  covers 

Tobacco,  leaf pounds . 

Yarn,  Turkish  red do. . . 

Vegetables 

^Vood  and  rattan,  manufactures  of 

All  otlier  articles 


14,420 

8, 907 

612,817 


47,657 

2, 097, 803 

290,314 


SO,  997 

11,759 

127,802 

8,340 

20,676 
437,  .52  5 
63, 203 


579,641 
25, 600 
804, 199 


176,955 
2, 765, 910 
3, 933, 777 


5,000 
29, 100 


325, 671 

8,363,341 

0, 008 

3, 29.!,  754 

714,778 

5, 570, 2.S0 

5, 804 

135, 408 


5,026 

2,5N5,()71 

118,242 

184,192 


55, 490 


24,36S 
1,068 

11,839 
6,707 

59,941 
601, 565 

40, 5S5 
132, 623 

82, u25 

84, 634 
1,374 

1,272,908 
670, 068 
32,319 
317,032 
14,070 
88, 5S3 
19, 672 
46,083 


95, 000 
23, 757 


264,457 

3, 155, 418 

1,965 

4, 708, 135 

47, 264 

3,364,240 

128, 798 

298,  434 


1,331 
387, 372 
32, 554 
384,604 


32, 160 
70,918 
181,925 


23, 757 
60,539 


$194, 976 

26,214 

208,  .300 

13, 236 

107,962 

786, 583 

865, 765 

75, 189 

3,191 

44,302 

11,453 

10, 873 

72,386 
233, 852 

19,063 
439,644 

14, 4,53 
130,967 

30,095 

1,738,551 

893, 554 

8,842 

72, 509 

4,700 

170,670 

33,040 

24,809 

45, 029 

26,184 

46, 506 

95,890 


Total. 


5, 903, 140 


7,428,111 


The  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  the  consulate  general  at  Rot- 
terdam for  Porto  Rico  decreased  from  $40,776  in  1915  to  $2,002  in 
1916.  Shipments  to  the  Philippine  Islands  in  1910  were  valued  at 
$42,044,  as  compared  with  $58,543  in  1915.  Exports  to  Hawaii  in 
1916  amounted  to  $13,053,  as  compared  with  $14,583  in  1915. 

[A  list  of  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Amsterdam  for  the 
United  States  was  published  in  supplement  to  Commerce  Reports  No.  9a  for 
June  2,  1917.] 

Exports  to  United  States  from  Flushing  and  Luxemburg. 

The  value  of  exports  invoiced  at  the  American  consular  agency 
at  Flushing  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during  1916  was 
$28,373,  as  compared  with  $58,621  in  1915.  Declared  exports  from 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg  to  the  United  States  in  1916 
amounted  to  only  $933,  as  compared  with  $47,456  in  1915. 

Trade  in  Plants  and  Bulbs. 

On  account  of  the  diminished  market  for  plants  and  bulbs  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  the  Dutch  growers  have  tried  to  enlarge  their  ex- 
ports to  the  United  States,  Germany,  Austria-Hungaiy,  Scandinavia, 
and  Denmark.  The  shipments  sent  to  the  United  States  were  sold 
at  a  considerably'  lower  price  than  that  generally  obtained.  The 
growers  tried  to  make  up  in  quantity  what  they  lost  in  price.  As  a 
whole,  1916  was  not  very  favorable  for  the  bulb  trade,  as  the  export 
figures  will  show.  Toward  the  end  of  the  season  at  least  2,000  tons 
of  bulbs  were  sold  at  a  price  far  below  cost  of  production. 
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The  follo^Yi^2,•  table,  covering  Dutch  foreign  trade  in  bulbs  during 
the  last  four  years,  was  obtained  from  a  reliable  private  source: 


Countries. 


IMPORTS  FHOM. 


Belgium 

France 

Great  nritain. . 

Germany 

Japan . .  I 

Turkey 

United  States.. 
Otber  countries 


Total. 


EXPORT-S  TO. 


Great  Britain 

Germany  and  Austria-Hunirary. 

■R  ussia 

Scandinavia  and  Denmark , 

United  States  and  Canada , 

ether  countries 


Total. 


1913 


Tons. 

407 


720 


257 

9 

107 

261 


2,178 


10,192 
5,205 

8^2 

2, 012 
5,414 
1,296 


24,961 


Tons. 
s:5 
391 
351 


los 

15 

132 

298 


1,378 


7,646 
5,267 
00 
3,707 
7, 049 


24,894 


1915 


211 
137 

293 


37 


62 
123 


8,098 
5, 373 

572 
3, 806 
8,101 

606 


28,616 


1916 


Tons. 


207 
39 


115 

7,274 

51 

4,800 

11,014 

629 


23,883 


Prices  of  Materials  for  Margarin  Industry. 

The  price  of  extra  oleo  oil  increased  from  $30  per  100  kilos  (220 
pounds)  at  the  beginning  of  1916  to  $51  toward  the  close  of  the  year. 
The  price  at  one  time,  on  account  of  the  few  shipments  received  from 
America,  rose  to  $55.20.  The  quotations  of  neutral  lard  varied  be- 
tween $49.20  and  $50.80.  La  Plata  beef  jus  (first  quality),  which 
brought  about  $26  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  went  up  to  $40.42 
and  later  reached  $48.80.  The  price  of  cottonseed  oil  varied  between 
$21.80  and  $34.  The  margarin  industry  regards  these  prices  as  rec- 
ords. Manufacturers  showed  a  disposition  to  buy  greater  quantities 
of  the  cheaper  vegetable  fats,  and  consequently  the  market  in  animal 
fats  was  not  very  lively.  The  importation  of  oil  seeds  and  nuts  was 
far  larger  than  usual.  The  output  of  the  margarin  factories  was 
extraordinarily  large. 

Market  for  American  Cottonseed  Oil. 

Regarding  American  cottonseed  oil,  an  American  firm  with  of- 
fices at  Rotterdam  has  supplied  this  office  with  the  following  facts: 

The  export  and  sale  of  cottonseed  oil  was  in  the  hands  of  several 
large  concerns.  The  high  prices  of  lard  caused  a  demand  for  cotton 
oil.  The  exports  of  this  product  from  the  United  States  were 
slightly  smaller  in  1916  than  formerly,  but  the  high  prices  obtained 
made  up  for  the  diminished  amounts  exported. 

It  was  difficult  to  obtain  cottonseed  oil  on  the  Rotterdam  market 
because  freights  were  high,  insurance  premiums  heavy,  and  shipping 
space  could  scarcely  be  obtained.  As  an  insufficient  supply  of  fats 
and  oils  reached  Holland  directly,  large  quantities  were  bought  in- 
directly and  were  shipped  via  England.  The  local  business  was 
good  because  of  the  increased  demand  and  smaller  supply  of  natural 
butter.  On  account  of  the  export  difficulties  the  oil  was  not  sold 
c.  i.  f.  Rotterdam,  but  was  generally  bought  c.  i.  f.  London  or  f.  o.  b. 
New  York.  Later  in  the  year  shipments  f.  o.  b.  New  York  were 
excluded  according  to  the  terms  of  the  so-called  packers'  agreement 
with  England,  which  stated  that  the  goods  remained  the  property  of 
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the  packers  until  they  arrived  and  were  delivered  in  Kolte.'dam.  It 
was  tlren  necessary  to  make  c.  i.  f.  sales  Rotterdam,  and  the  ])ackers 
chartered  a  steamer  for  this  purpose.  When  the  goods  arrived  they 
found  a  ready  market. 

The  following  imports  of  products  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
margarin  show  how  successful  the  margarin  industry  was  during 
191G:  45,880  tons  of  animal  fats,  42,180  tons  of  vegetable  oils  and 
fats,  and  198,248  tons  of  oil  seeds  and  nuts. 
Imports  of  American  Lumber. 

llotterdam  is  the, largest  market  in  the  Netherlands  for  American 
lumber,  llie  imports  of  pitch  pine,  the  principal  product  imported, 
decreased  in  1916,  due  to  the  lack  of  shipping  space  from  the  United 
States  and  the  abnormally  high  freight  rates.  In  normal  times  the 
freight  on  lumber  is  about  $18  per  standard,  while  in  1916  it  was 
$144,  and  even  at  this  rate  no  steamers  could  be  obtained.  Several 
attempts  were  made  by  lumber  importers  in  Holland  to  induce  the 
Dutch  Government  to  release  a  steamer  to  import  lumber  from  the 
United  States,  but  invariably  the  Government  stated  that  no  ship- 
ping space  could  be  spared.  The  imports  for  the  past  three  years 
Avere  as  follows:  In  1914,  68,197,653  feet  of  lumber  and  38,757,258 
feet  of  sawn  timber;  in  1915,  3,114,190  feet  of  lumber  and  8,930,151 
feet  of  tnnber;  in  1916,  41,000  feet  of  lumbei-  and  4,324,625  teet  of 
timber. 

The  stocks  of  pitch  pine  on  hand  in  Holland  have  been  practically 
exhausted.  Dealers  are  of  the  opinion  that  after  the  w^ar  there  will 
be  an  enormous  demand  for  this  article.  Even  if  freights  are  high 
when  peace  has  been  concluded,  the  prices  will  be  favorable,  and 
large  amounts  Avill  be  purchased.  During  the  war  the  imports  will 
probabl}-  continue  to  decrease  and  will  not  become  normal  until 
shipping  conditions  become  favorable. 
American  Turpentine  and  Rosin. 

The  imports  of  turpentine  and  rosin  from  the  United  States  re- 
flect the  influence  of  the  war  fully  as  much  as  those  of  other  Ameri- 
can jDroducts.  Shipping  space  could  not  be  obtained  on  vessels  sail- 
ing directly  from  the  United  States  to  the  Netherlands;  therefore 
the  market  was  supplied  with  indirect  shipments  via  England.  Of 
the  10,000  barrels  imported,  only  about  3,000  came  directly  from  the 
United  States.  The  prices  on  the  London  turpentine  market  w'ere 
very  favorable  during  the  first  part  of  the  year  because  of  the 
large  American  production  and  export.  The  prices  on  the  Rotter- 
dam market  were  better  during  the  second  half  year,  but  at  all  times 
they  were  loAver  than  one  might  expect  during  the  war.  The  fluctua- 
tions Avere  slight  on  the  local  market. 

The  price  of  rosin  increased  more  comparatiA^ely  than  that  of  tur- 
pentine. The  market  opened  at  about  $6.43  per  110  pounds,  but  the 
quotations  gradually  rose  until  they  were  $9.85  per  110  pounds  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

Trade  in  Machine  Tools. 

SeA^eral  large  firms  in  Rotterdam  have,  during  the  past  fcAv  years, 
done  a  large  business  in  machine  tools  Avith  American  manufacturers. 
One  firm  in  Rotterdam  is  particularly  active,  representing  several 
American  manufacturers,  and  controls  60  per  cent  to  70  per  cent  of 
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all  of  the  iiuu'hiiie  tools  imported  into  Holland  from  the  United 
States.  American  machine  tools  are  notably  high  in  price,  but  their 
excellence  gives  them  a  market  in  the  Netherlands.  A  few  years 
ago  the  Dutch  market  for  American  products  was  injured  when  a 
few  manufacturers  tried  to  compete  with  certain  continental  pro- 
ducers by  loAvering  the  quality  of  their  products.  During  the  last 
year  or  t^vo  the  very  name  "American "  means  excellence  in  ma- 
chine tools.  However,  in  1915  and  191G  deliveries  have  not  been 
promptly  made,  so  that  future  business  will  probably  be  injured. 
When  a  market  is  once  established,  it  should  be  protected,  and  manu- 
facturers would  do  Avell  to  continue  shipments  to  the  Netherlands 
during  the  war,  if  such  a  course  is  at  all  possible.  In  lOlG  the  trade 
Avould  have  been  better  if  some  American  patterns  had  conformed  to 
continental  standards.  The  principal  competitors  of  the  Ujiited 
States  can  not  ship  tools  to  Holland  now,  and  American  trade  could 
be  improved  if  regular  supplies  are  forthcoming.  During  the  cur- 
rent year  the  Dutch  market  will  be  more  dependent  upon  the  United 
States  than  in  1016.  The  prospects  for  selling  American  tubes,  as 
well  as  other  articles  of  hardware,  are  excellent.  The  prices  ob- 
tained in  191G  were  high  and  should  be  conducive  to  future  ship- 
ments. 

The  Rotterdam  Hide  Market. 

Both  Rotterdam  and  Amsterdam  ship  large  quantities  of  hides. 
Although  the  market  in  both  districts  has  suffered  on  account  of  the 
war,  the  trade  in  this  line  still  continues  on  a  large  scale.  In  normal 
times  hides  and  skins  from  Java  are  the  principal  articles  on  the 
Dutch  market.  At  the  beginning  of  191G  there  was  <a  fair  stock  on 
hand,  but  gradually  it  became  more  difficult  to  import  new  supplies 
and  these  stocks  rapidly  diminished.  During  the  second  half  of  the 
year  the  supply  was  so  limited  that  buyers  had  little  choice.  Toward 
the  latter  part  of  191G  Dutch  East  Indian  shippers  sold  to  American 
buj^ers,  thereby  causing  fewer  imports  into  the  Netherlands  and  in- 
creasing the  prices  30  per  cent.  Buyers  who  took  the  risk  of  mak- 
ing importations  made  large  profits. 

An  extensive  business  was  done  during  the  year  in  hides  and 
tanning  materials,  but  the  prospects  for  the  future  are  not  very 
bright  because  of  the  lack  of  shipping  space.  The  stocks  on  hand  at 
the  end  of  191G  were  very  small. 

Varnishes,  Colors,  and  Chemicals. 

Rotterdam  is  a  large  concentration  point  for  the  trade  in  varnishes, 
colors,  and  chemicals.  Factories  producing  varnishes  and  colors 
report  great  difficulty  during  191G  in  obtaining  raw  materials.  The 
conditions  placed  upon  this  industry  by  the  Netherlands  Oversea 
Trust  Co.  were  stricter  than  ever  before.  Sales  during  the  year  were 
satisfactory.  The  export  trade  was  more  limited  than  usual.  Most 
sales  were  made  in  Holland  and  in  neutral  European  countries.  Sell- 
ing prices  did  not  advance  as  high  proportionally  as  the  cost  of  raw 
materials.  Competition  was  keener  among  the  local  ])roducers  than 
ever  ])efore.    The  price  of  white  lead  was  unusually  high. 

Dried  Fruit — Arrack  and  Rum — Coca. 

The  trade  in  dried  fruit  decreased  during  the  year  because  imports 
could  not  be  made  from  the  United  States.     Shipping  space  could 
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not  be  obtained  in  the  first  part  of  the  year,  and  after  Octoljer,  1916, 
the  "  N.  O.  T."  refused  to  issue  import  pei'inits. 

Since  the  imports  of  rum  and  arrack  decreased  greatly  durino;  1916 
the  prominent  dealers  in  tlie  Xctherhmds  did  not  jjublish  their  usual 
trade  reviews.  The  supplies  ordered  from  India  did  not  arrive,  and 
supplies  on  hand  became  lower  than  ever  before.  The  trade  will  not 
improve  until  shipping  conditions  become  more  normal. 

Coca,  a  stimulating  narcotic  drug,  is  imported  into  and  offered  for 

sale  in  Holland  in  rather  large  quantities.    The  average  price  per  1.1 

pounds  of  so-called  "  N.  O.  T.*'  coca  was  $0,058  in  1916;  "free"  coca 

was  quoted  at  $0,073.     In  1915  and  1914  the  average  price  per  1.1 

,  pounds  for  coca  was  $0,048  and  $0.06,  respectively. 

Imports  of  Grain. 

Generally  more  than  seven-eighths  of  the  breadstuffs  consumed  in 
Holland  is  imported  from  foreign  countries.  Local  production  has 
onlv  slightly  increased  since  the  war  began,  and  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  grain  is  one  of  the  most  serious  problems  which  Holland 
has  been  called  upon  to  face.  The  grain  import  figures  for  1916  were 
not  as  satisfactory  as  those  for  1915.  The  import  of  rye  was  much 
below  the  average.  During  the  first  11  months  of  1916  only  11,725 
tons  of  rye  were  imported,  as  compared  with  55,032  tons  for  the  same 
period  of  1915.  Approximately  the  same  amount  of  wheat  was  im- 
ported in  1916  as  in  1915,  but  the  imports  of  barley  showed  a  marked 
decline.  The  total  amount  of  breaclstuffs  imported  during  the  first 
11  months  of  1916  w^as  757,777  tons,  as  against  818,426  tons  in  1915. 

Government  Control  of  Grain  and  Flour. 

The  Government  made  arrangements  during  1916  by  which  the 
Commission  of  Grain  Dealers  at  Kotterdam  and  the  Commission  for 
the  Grain  Trade  at  Amsterdam  should  receive  100  tons  weekly  to  be 
placed  at  the  disposition  of  dealers.  The  demand  was  so  gi-eat  that 
this  arrangement  could  not  be  carried  out  during  the  first  month  of 
the  year.  Persons  needing  grain  for  cattle  feed  were  required  to 
state  the  amount  they  used  during  the  corresponding  periods  of  1915, 
this  amount  being  used  as  a  basis  for  the  1916  distributions.  An 
average  of  30  per  cent  of  the  amounts  asked  for  was  granted.  The 
Government  finalh^  attempted  distribution  throngh  the  various  agen- 
cies for  the  grain  trade  which  had  formerly  existed,  the  commissions 
being  reg-ulated  by  law.  Breadstuffs  for  human  consumption  were 
controlled  even  more  closeW  than  cattle  feed.  The  local  oat  crop 
was  requisitioned  for  the  army  until  sufficient  quantities  were  im- 
ported from  America.  The  failure  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies  to  sup- 
ply the  usual  supply  of  corn,  owing  to  shipping  conditions,  necessi- 
tated increased  imports  of  barley  (fodder),  linseed  cake,  oats,  and 
grain  from  the  United  States.  The  price  of  American  linseed  cake 
was  lower  than  other  cattle  feed.  For  this  reason  large  quantities 
were  bought  in  the  Netherlands,  and  more  would  have  been  imported 
had  shipping  conditions  been  favorable.  The  Government  held  the 
price  of  wheat  in  Holland  quite  firm.  The  price  from  January  to 
September  was  fixed  at  $147.93  per  5,291  pounds;  in  September, 
$178.85 ;  and  in  November,  $183.31. 

The  flour  trade  in  1916  was  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch 
Government.    No  importations  were  made  until  February,  when  the 
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Government  made  it  known  that  it  desired  bids  from  American  mil- 
lers. About  100,000  sacks  of  110  pounds  each  were  ordered  each 
month,  only  patent  flour  being  purchased.  Millers  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada  shipped  the  flour  to  the  seaboard,  where  it  was 
placed  on  steamers  chartered  by  the  Dutch  Government.  The  distri- 
bution of  American  flour  by  auction  sales  was  discontinued  late  in  the 
year,  sales  now  being  made  direct  to  the  bakers.  The  introduction 
of  bread  cards  in  February,  1917,  corrected  many  abuses  in  distribu- 
tion. 
Prosperous  Year  for  Dutch  Fisheries. 

Nearl}^  all   the  fishing  interests  of  the  Netherlands  announce  a , 
prosperous  year  in  1916.    In  spite  of  all  limitations  clue  to  the  Avar, 
the  catches  were  large,  and  the  prices  were  high. 

The  Dutch  herring  fleet  announces  a  more  properous  year  for 
1916  than  any  since  1913.  The  total  proceeds  to  the  shipowners  in 
the  herring  business  were  estimated  at  $14,800,000  in  1916,  as  against 
$12,000,000,  $5,000,000,  and  $6,800,000  in  1915,  1914,  and  1913,  re- 
spectively. The  major  portion  of  all  herring  shipments  are  made 
fi-om  Scheveningen. 

SCHEVENINGEN  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  A.  C.  Nelson. 

The  year  1916  w^as  the  most  critical  and  eventful  ever  experienced 
by  the  Dutch  herring  fisheries,  but  nevertheless  it  ended  profitably 
for  Holland. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  British  Government  prohibited 
the  export  of  cotton  nets,  warps,  and  twine  (also  manila  warps  and 
rope),  capstans,  boilers,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  fishing  in- 
dustry. All  shipments  of  cutch,  oak  staves  (from  America),  and 
salt  (from  Portugal  and  Spain)  ceased  also.  However,  the  fleet 
in  1916  was  increased  to  862  vessels  from  T25  in  1915,  and  all  the 
vessels  were  equipped  with  the  usual  outfit. 
Yield  and  Prices  of  Herring. 

Fishing  commenced  in  April,  and  by  May  31,  7,277  land-packed 
barrels  were  brought  on  shore.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  food  in 
Germany,  this  herring  was  sold  at  very  high  prices,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  quality  was  poor,  the  prices  i-eaching  $20  a  bai-rel  (sea- 
pa  cketl). 

An  agreement  was  made  between  the  British  Government  and  the 
Netherlands  Association  of  Vessel  Owners,  to  take  effect  on  September 
1,  whereby  20  per  cent  of  the  landings  of  herring  and  20  per  cent 
of  the  stock  on  hand  might  be  sold  to  (ierman.y,  20  per  cent  might 
be  bought  by  the  Dutch  Government,  and  60  per  cent  might  be  sold 
and  forwarded  to  neutral  or  belligerent  countries  approved  of  by  the 
British  Government,  which  agreed  to  pay  a  bonus  of  30s.  on  each 
land-packed  barrel  of  lierring  weighing  115  kilos  exported  to  such 
countries.  In  case  all  the  herring  had  not  been  exported  by  March 
1,  1917,  the  British  Government  would  furthermore  pay  the  bonus  of 
30s.  for  every  115  kilos  of  herring  then  on  hand.  Fishing  could  be 
carried  on  in  the  area  of  the  North  Sea  which  was  not  declared  dan- 
gerous b}'^  the  Dutch  authorities. 
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At  the  beginnincf  of  OctoLer,  when  the  total  hiiiflings  of  herring 
amonnted  to  507.000  barrels,  the  prices  for  German  ex[)()rt  were  $29.20 
a  barrel ;  for  the  Dutch  Government,  $20 ;  while  prices  of  free  herring 
were  from  $12.80  to  $14.  On  November  15  landings  amonnted  to 
711,059  barrels.  Prices  for  German  export  w^ere  much  higher  than 
at  the  beginning  of  October. 

The  last  vessels  landed  their  herring  in  December,  making  a  total 
catch  of  77-J:,9GT  barrels  during  1910,  as  compared  with  070.230  in 
1915  (all  land-packed  barrels). 

Prices  for  all  supplies  needed  by  the  fishing  trade  were  extremely 
high  during  the  year.  For  instance,  cutch,  used  for  tanning  of  the 
nets,  which  before  the  war  cost  from  $7.20  to  $10  a  box  of  about  40 
kilos  (88  pounds),  cost  from  $58  to  $08  in  1910. 

The  fleet  lost  12  vessels  by  accidents  during  the  season,  3  striking 
mines,  0  being  stranded,  the  others  destroyed  by  submarines  or  re- 
ported missing. 

{A  report  on  llie  191G  Dutch  lierring-fishin.ir  season  was  published  iu  Commerce 
Reports  for  Feb.  27,  1917.] 

Declared  Exports  to  ITnited  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  ex- 
ported from  Scheveninger  to  the  United  States  in  1915  and  1910,  as 
declared  at  the  American  consular  agency : 


Articles. 


Beer 

Books 

Coconut  acid 

Confectionery 

Diamonds,  cut. .. 

Formic  acid 

Gin 

Glue 

Glycerin,  crude... 
Hcrrine,  pickled.. 
HouscUold  froods . 

Oil  paintings 

Oxalic  acid 


$19, 172 
68, 016 


5,212 

1,558,199 

8, 132 

7,840 

67,848 

58,062 

189,347 

970 

12, 76-4 


1916 


$25,002 
29, 123 
16, 496 
22, 356 
85,710 

108,277 
10, 265 
16, 078 

101,037 

1,689,244 

5,022 

48,064 

239, 702 


Articles. 


Paints 

Peanut  oil 

Prussiate  of  soda 

Rope  old 

Sardels 

Stearine  pitch 

Sugar-beet  seed 

Tools,  part  of  automatic  tele- 
phone apparatus 

Vcetables.  preserved 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


$198, 674 

14,999 

3,  .524 

4,498 

9S0 


10,382 
229,805 


1916 


$16,412 
45,  ISO 
15, 700 
10,422 
4,760 
14, 792 
46, 953 

37, 290 

15, 876 

32,885 


2,458,424  ]  2,636,646 
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